Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 01080 081445Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEAE-00 PM-04 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
INRE-00 SSO-OO /022 W 

081446Z 096021 /53 

O 081415Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7211 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
SANG PMO RIYADH IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 1080 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON AND PM DIRECTOR GELB 
FROM AMBASSADOR PORTER 

SECDEF FOR OSDAXDSAA/ISA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA, US 

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF SANG PROJECT MANAGER 
REF: SECDEF 01 1222 FEB 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE NOTE (REFTEL) WITH SOME CONCERN THAT DOD HAS APPARENTLY 
DECIDED TO ASSIGN A COLONEL TO REPLACE BG RICHARD LAWRENCE 
AS SANG PROJECT MANAGER. WE BELIEVE THAT BG LAWRENCE'S 
SUCCESSOR OUGHT TO HAVE THE SAME RANK. 

2. AS THE DEPARTMENT KNOWS WELL, THE SANG MODERNIZATION 
PROGRAM HAS A HIGH PRIORITY WITH THE SAG FOR SUBSTANTIVE 
AND PRESTIGE REASONS. IF BG LAWRENCE'S REPLACEMENT IS A 
COLONEL IT WILL APPEAR TO THE SAG-PARTICULARLY PRINCE 
ABDULLAH-AS A DOWNGRADING BY THE U.S. OF THE SANG PROGRAM. 

3. WE RECALL THAT WHEN BG LAWRENCE WAS NOMINATED HE WAS A 
COLONEL WHO HAD BEEN SELECTED FOR PROMOTION TO BRIGADIER. 
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WE BELIEVE THERE WOULD BE NO OBJECTION TO THE 
ASSIGNMENT OF A COLONEL WITH SIMILAR PRPOPECTS. 
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